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Area wonder deserves it. PaGE 7
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The Lounge unplugs under the stars
by sofia JErEmias
assistant nEws Editor
thE lOuNgE ENdS the year in the bertain redwood Grove where a special kind of ambience settled in as the sun set. (charlie Guese/collEGian)
Tabula Rasa gives final curtain call for senior dancers
smc dance 
company performs 
its latest production 
in lefevre theatre 
by charliE GuEssE
Editor-in-chiEf
the lounge moves to the redwood Grove for final night of the year
The Saint Mary’s College Dance Com-
pany performed their latest show, Ta-
bula Rasa (translated as “Blank Slate”) 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday night at 8 p.m. The show fea-
tured nine different dances. 
The first dance, “Invocation,” began 
with a cluster of dancers in the center of 
the stage hidden by metallic umbrellas. 
The dancers slowly emerged from behind 
their umbrellas, continuing with a delib-
erate and slow-paced performance. The 
dance was choreographed by Dana Law-
ton, a tenured associate professor and 
chair of the Performing Arts Department. 
The following dance, “Hope is the 
thing with feathers,” featured quick, 
sharp, bird-like movements. The piece 
was choreographed by Jia Wu, an As-
sociate Professor, who dedicated it to 
her one-year old son. “A Promise Kept 
in Advance,” choreographed by Rogelio 
Lopez in collaboration with the dancers 
was next in the lineup. 
The fourth dance in Tabula Rasa was 
titled “just to be seen.” It began with one 
dancer inside of a large cardboard box 
and the rest of the dancers in the fore-
ground. “Just to be seen” featured the 
music of Philip Glass performed by the 
Dublin Guitar Quartet. The last dance of 
the first half of the performance was “Oh, 
the MOON!” which was part of a longer 
work touring in Italy in 2016. The dance 
was lighthearted and comical, playing off 
of stereotypical images of love. The music 
was diverse, with selections of songs from 
The Beatles to Frank Sinatra. The piece 
was choreographed by Catherine Marie 
Davalos, along with the dancers. 
After the intermission, the show con-
tinued with a piece titled “Eya Ezole” 
(The Planting Season) followed by “The 
Land of Nod.” The second dance, choreo-
graphed by Milissa Payne Bradley, was 
based on the process of going to sleep. 
The third dance, “Bread and Games,” 
was centered on social justice issues. The 
choreographer, Shaunna Vella, explained 
that her piece was “about a youthful call 
to action.” When recalling the experience 
of creating the piece, she said, “It’s also 
very student-generated with the dancers, 
so we had a lot of conversations about 
how we felt about these things; we wrote 
a lot of poetry and created movement 
from that.”
Vella said that one of the things she 
struggled with was “cultivating spontane-
ity” because “that’s not something that 
younger dancers are normally asked to 
do.” She emphasized, “I was facilitating 
it but all the dancers had to come to the 
table to create a safe space on stage.” Vella 
also mentioned that “the yelling at the 
end was a really important aspect for me 
[because] part of dissent is speaking up.”
The last dance of Tabula Rasa was 
“Farewell Flowers,” choreographed by 
Dima and Olga Sukachov, Jia Wu, and 
Shaunna Vella. All of the dancers were se-
niors in the Dance Company. Many of the 
dancers will not be continuing with their 
dance careers after graduating from Saint 
Mary’s on May 23, so the performance was 
especially emotional. The dance had an 
array of styles and music, with songs from 
Maroon 5 to Tchaikovsky. The perfor-
mance was upbeat and whimsical, allow-
ing the seniors to creatively express their 
fond memories with the Dance Company. 
Other upcoming Performing Arts 
events include a Glee Club and Chamber 
Singers performance, a Chamber Musi-
cians performance, and “Under 30: A 
Festival of One-Acts.”
“the yelling at the end 
was a really important 
aspect for me ... part of 
dissent is speaking up.”
The Lounge holds a history of spearhead-
ing new spaces and methods for students to 
express themselves. So for the final Lounge 
night of the year, the organization took the 
event outside the box and underneath the 
stars at the Bertain Redwood Grove on Friday.
Students and other members of the com-
munity gathered in between the redwood 
trees instead of the usual Delphine or 
Hagerty Lounges for an evening of open stu-
dent performance and expression. Home/
made Kitchen in Moraga also donated des-
serts and coffee for the special occasion.
For many performers, the final night of 
The Lounge was particularly meaningful, 
as it was their last chance to perform at the 
open mic night for the year. Several longtime 
senior members and performers of The 
Lounge also expressed misty-eyed feelings 
during their final Lounge performances.
“I don’t know what I would do if it weren’t 
for The Lounge,” said Lounge Director 
Danielle Cordova at the end of the evening 
as she recalled her first time attending the 
open mic night her freshman year.
The Lounge is expected to return with 
regular events and performances next year.
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Lately, people have been asking 
me about graduation, wondering 
what my plans are after I drive 
away from the green rolling hills 
of Moraga and if I ever plan on 
returning to campus for a visit. 
One question in particular – “Are 
you sad to leave?” – is always fun 
to answer because I get to see the 
concerned and surprised looks on 
peoples’ faces when I say “No.” 
I’m not sad to leave Saint Mary’s, 
but I’m also not throwing a party 
about it, either. 
I think that my four years at 
Saint Mary’s are worth more than 
making me feel “sad” for graduat-
ing. It will be difficult, not sad, to 
say goodbye to the campus that I 
have learned and lived at for four 
years; it will be difficult to not live 
in the same apartment that’s at 
least 20 minutes away from my 
closest friends. It will be difficult 
to bid farewell to the sun and the 
grass and the wildlife and move to 
Pittsburgh, where I will definitely 
need a parka. Change is always 
hard, but I’m confident in the per-
son I have become at Saint Mary’s 
to not feel sad for making new 
experiences in new places. These 
four years have prepared me for 
life after Saint Mary’s, and I think 
the only way to make them count 
is by going forth excited and not 
regretful.
I owe a lot of my maturity over 
these four years to The Collegian, 
which is rather ironic, since I only 
joined the newspaper because I 
followed a friend to the weekly 
storyboard meeting. I am not a fan 
of class participation, and public 
speaking makes my palms sweaty, 
but for some reason, I found myself 
signing up to write an Opinion 
article about some environmental 
issue. The paper became a way for 
me to make my voice heard with-
out having to stand up in front of an 
audience and feel like throwing up; 
it was a creative outlet to express 
my views. 
I have also made some of my 
closest and most important friends 
by working on the editorial staff. I 
definitely would not have made it 
for two years in charge of the paper 
without my Co-Chief, Charlie, 
who is always there with a sup-
portive word and a quirky Youtube 
video about Bill O’Reilly. We both 
spend more time in The Colle-
gian’s office than we do in our own 
apartments, keeping each other 
company through very long hours 
painstakingly reading and edit-
ing the paper on Sundays before 
publication. We’re in the office on 
Mondays updating our website, 
and we’re inevitably in the office 
together throughout the week sup-
porting each other through drama, 
meetings, and business. I’ll miss 
sitting at my desk that is across 
from Charlie’s (although mine 
is arguably more organized and 
cleaner) and bouncing ideas off of 
each other or crafting ludicrous 
plans for the newspaper that make 
the editorial staff wonder if we are 
being serious or not.
The Collegian has been a source 
of happiness and solidarity for 
me in the campus community. I’ll 
remember our Whole Foods and 
Starbucks runs, those nights when 
former-editor Anthony would hide 
in dark corners to scare us while 
Susie would sigh in exasperation, 
and all those balloons Charlie 
would annoy me with. I’ll re-
member our staff’s Cards Against 
Humanity parties and all the crazy 
things we discuss during Sunday 
afternoons while editing.  There 
have been some bad moments to 
deal with, but the good ones always 
outweighed those times. 
“You know, The Collegian was 
almost dead,” is something that 
Charlie will sometimes say. In-
deed, only a few years before I 
arrived on campus as a freshman, 
The Collegian was suffering, and 
no one wanted to be in charge. 
Over the four years I have been on 
the staff, we have created a new 
website, redesigned the paper, 
and seen the resulting increase 
in readership and response (both 
good and bad, but at least people 
actually read our paper now). 
People who write and work for The 
Collegian are the campus’ ninjas: 
we are rarely mentioned or seen, 
but we are always out there looking 
for ways to provide an outlet for 
the student voices of Saint Mary’s. 
The Collegian has been around for 
over 100 years; sometimes I will 
sift through our archives of past 
issues, reminding myself that The 
Collegian has made it to 2015 and 
will keep going strong for many 
years more. We’re a vital part of 
the campus community, and I hope 
that this is never forgotten. 
So, here I am. This is where I 
conclude the last article I will ever 
write for The Collegian. Where did 
those four years go? I arrived at the 
College untested and young, but 
now I prepare to leave as a wise and 
prepared adult, ready to look clos-
er at my goals for the future and the 
challenges I will face. Thank you, 
Saint Mary’s, and thank you to The 
Last Thursday, the six Inter-
cultural Center cultural nights 
came to a close with the 13th an-
nual Expressions of Blackness 
(EOB). This year’s theme was 
Black Lives Matter, dedicated to
the history of violence, systemic
oppression, and police brutal-
ity aimed at African Americans 
with a particular focus on the 
events of the past year. The Soda
Center doors opened at 6 p.m. to
let in the last crowd of the year
before next year’s continuation
of this Saint Mary ’s College 
tradition. 
Upon entrance, the audience 
was escorted to appetizers,
drinks,  and desserts  before
the show. The cocktail  hour
featured posters of well-known
Black Lives Matter sayings,
slogans, and famous last words.
Tables featured photos of those 
who died from police brutality 
as well as a special section of 
artwork by students. Afterward,
everyone was ushered to the 
Soda Center ’s  theater-style
seating to watch the show.
Nakia Gibbs and Rachel Hart-
ley began the set list as they 
encouraged everyone to stand 
with them and sing the Black
National Anthem. This led into 
an upbeat Nigerian Dance Mix 
performed by 16 students and 
an introduction by the EOB
executive team: Co-Lead Chairs 
Kalani Tuiasosopo Sanders and 
Yasmeen Fortier-Bourne, Event
Planner Cheyenne Jones, and 
Publicity Chair Kayla Riley 
Matthews. The four communi-
cated the mission of the cultural
night and invited the audience
into the interpretations of the
Black Lives Matter movement 
by the students of Saint Mary’s
College.
The night consisted of  16
sets varying between spoken
word, poems, videos, singing, 
and dancing. The performances 
were separated by videos re-
lating to the theme, including 
Michelle Obama addressing 
black girls, black children en-
couraging peers to be confident,
and Saint Mary’s student Kenna
Williams’s Black Lives Matter
video divided into three parts. 
The video featured interviews 
by students about their inter-
pretations of the movement,
which contributed to a better 
understanding and more ac-
cessible communication of the 
Black Lives Matter movement.
Alternating between celebra-
tion of black lives and recogni-
tion of injustices, sets had a
common theme of the apprecia-
tion of life. Jewelisa Harrison, 
Justin Gold, and Kalani Sand-
ers performed their own pieces
about their solemn interpreta-
tions of the movement, particu-
larly surrounding what it means 
to be black in America. Sanders 
specifically listed out the names 
of all those lost to police brutal-
ity, effectively demonstrating
the absurdly large number of
lives lost to this reality. 
The EOB executive team per-
formed two skits  about the 
urgency of such a movements 
and how institutionalized rac-
ism affects black citizens on a 
daily basis.
Sprinkled in between were
more musical numbers. Kailee 
Glover performed a dance prais-
ing the lives of those lost to po-
lice violence, and the EOB Choir 
performed two different sets
led by Adaora Ezike and Kayla
Riley Matthews. To address all 
aspects of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, Rachel Hartley 
acknowledged the female role 
in making change amid much 
focus on the black male. Hart-
ley directed a video with the 
help of  videographer Molly
Baker,  choreographer Nakia 
Gibbs, and various dancers and
actors. Their video humorous-
ly depicted microaggressions 
through a performance based 
on Beyoncé’s “7/11.”
Lastly, Matthews and Alyssa 
Rivera performed “Be Free,” in-
spired by J. Cole. The entire cast
joined the two on the dance floor 
to thank all those involved and
in attendance, the entire cast 
raising their hands to symbolize
“hands up, don’t shoot,” ending 
the night memorably and with 
strong intention.
thE ENgliSh dEpartmENt banquet brought together English majors, minors, staff and faculty to celebrate and say farewell to graduating English majors. (cJ cosas/collEGian)
StudENtS aNd adviSErS hung out and played games at the cwac Palooza. (courtesy of cwac) pEaCE-Out!  gathering advocates for social justice. (Evelyn minaise/collEGian)
students address problems of prejudice through performance and art
I could write 1,000 words about 
what Saint Mary’s means to me 
after four years of my own, unique 
experiences. But even as I write 
what will be my last editorial for 
The Collegian, it should be about 
you— the reader. This paper is 
for you, written by people just 
like you, about people just like 
you, and it is edited by people 
just like you. I used this space last 
week to identify the four areas 
of this school that are in need 
of improvement, and to leave 
on a positive note, here now are 
the four best qualities of Saint 
Mary’s. I may veer on the edge 
of these somewhat resembling 
literature from the Admissions 
Office, but these four areas of 
the best of Saint Mary’s are true. 
Saint Mary’s is a special place, and 
we should be proud of it.
Resources
When I was applying to colleges 
four years ago, I wanted to go to 
a large school, thinking that size 
would offer more resources. But 
in the cozy, small size of a liberal 
arts college in Northern Califor-
nia are more resources than I 
could have ever imagined. Where 
else can students claim that over 
90% of their professors have 
terminal degrees in their field, 
or that they can somewhat easily 
schedule personal meetings with 
them? There’s also no questioning 
that the endless student services, 
clubs, and organizations enrich 
all of our experiences here. Saint 
Mary’s offers a tremendous range 
of resources packed within such 
a small space, and within these 
resources, there’s still plenty of 
room to grow.
Mission
The Christian Brothers was 
founded with a noble mission at 
the core, and Saint Mary’s proves 
that it can bring that mission to 
fruition. The priorities of Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle, includ-
ing educating the whole person 
and caring for the poor, are more 
relevant than ever. The Lasallian 
and Catholic traditions of Saint 
Mary’s have proven that they 
are flexible and applicable to the 
modern world. On a granular 
level, the Collegiate Seminar 
program yields us a strong and 
diverse understanding of history, 
literature, and philosophy, and it 
teaches us how to maturely com-
municate and discuss our ideas 
with 17 other people. Even if we 
can’t single-handedly change the 
world, as I said last week, we’re 
at least trying to, and we are all 
the better for it. The College’s 
goals and mission statements go 
beyond rhetoric in becoming real 
characteristics in its people.
People care
It would be trite to say that it 
is the people who make a place. 
It’s not just the people who make 
Saint Mary’s special, but it’s that 
people here actually care. There 
is a true sense of community 
here, and even if the College may 
have its moments of institutional 
bureaucracy, there comes a point 
when you can break through to 
someone who can help you. We do 
care. We reach out to each other. 
We form friendships, relation-
ships, and connections that last 
far longer than our four years 
here. The sincerity and generos-
ity of people here will leave an 
impact on us well after leaving.
Opportunity
With all of these topics consid-
ered, Saint Mary’s offers everyone 
an opportunity. You can do almost 
anything you want to do here. 
If you want to become a profes-
sional artist, go to medical school, 
study language and culture, serve 
through teaching, or whatever 
it is your passion may be, you 
will find and master it here. If 
you want to express your voice, 
you can do it— through student 
organizations, through an hour 
of airtime on public radio, or 
even through this newspaper. We 
give you that opportunity every 
Monday at 6 p.m. It’s what I did 
four years ago, and I am a changed 
person for that.
I am grateful that I had the 
opportunity to be at the center 
of campus news and events, that 
I had this special platform to 
broadcast my voice, and that I 
was able to share it with some of 
the best people I know. I certainly 
could not have done it without my 
co-editor Sara DeSantis, who is 
one of the most intelligent, kind, 
selfless, salt-of-the-earth people 
I have met. I also must thank 
our adviser Shawny Anderson, 
whose support and dedication 
to freedom of information and 
student-run journalism has al-
lowed this paper to continue on 
for 112 years.
But most importantly, I have to 
thank you—the reader. If you have 
ever picked up this newspaper or 
if any of our work made you look 
closer or think differently, thank 
you. This is your paper, and we 
do it for you. Be proud of who and 
where you are.
Jewelisa harrison,
Justin Gold, and kalani
sanders performed their
own pieces about their 
solemn interpretations 
of the movement, 
particularly surrounding
what it means to be
black in america.
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Lately, people have been asking 
me about graduation, wondering 
what my plans are after I drive 
away from the green rolling hills
of Moraga and if I ever plan on 
returning to campus for a visit. 
One question in particular – “Are
you sad to leave?” – is always fun
to answer because I get to see the
concerned and surprised looks on 
peoples’ faces when I say “No.” 
I’m not sad to leave Saint Mary’s, 
but I’m also not throwing a party
about it, either. 
I think that my four years at
Saint Mary’s are worth more than
making me feel “sad” for graduat-
ing. It will be difficult, not sad, to 
say goodbye to the campus that I
have learned and lived at for four
years; it will be difficult to not live 
in the same apartment that’s at
least 20 minutes away from my
closest friends. It will be difficult 
to bid farewell to the sun and the 
grass and the wildlife and move to 
Pittsburgh, where I will definitely
need a parka. Change is always 
hard, but I’m confident in the per-
son I have become at Saint Mary’s
to not feel sad for making new 
experiences in new places. These
four years have prepared me for 
life after Saint Mary’s, and I think
the only way to make them count
is by going forth excited and not 
regretful.
I owe a lot of my maturity over
these four years to The Collegian, 
which is rather ironic, since I only
joined the newspaper because I 
followed a friend to the weekly
storyboard meeting. I am not a fan
of class participation, and public
speaking makes my palms sweaty, 
but for some reason, I found myself
signing up to write an Opinion 
article about some environmental 
issue. The paper became a way for 
me to make my voice heard with-
out having to stand up in front of an 
audience and feel like throwing up; 
it was a creative outlet to express
my views.
I have also made some of my
closest and most important friends
by working on the editorial staff. I 
definitely would not have made it
for two years in charge of the paper 
without my Co-Chief, Charlie,
who is always there with a sup-
portive word and a quirky Youtube 
video about Bill O’Reilly. We both 
spend more time in The Colle-
gian’s office than we do in our own 
apartments, keeping each other
company through very long hours 
painstakingly reading and edit-
ing the paper on Sundays before
publication. We’re in the office on 
Mondays updating our website,
and we’re inevitably in the office
together throughout the week sup-
porting each other through drama,
meetings, and business. I’ll miss
sitting at my desk that is across
from Charlie’s (although mine
is arguably more organized and 
cleaner) and bouncing ideas off of 
each other or crafting ludicrous
plans for the newspaper that make
the editorial staff wonder if we are
being serious or not.
The Collegian has been a source 
of happiness and solidarity for 
me in the campus community. I’ll
remember our Whole Foods and
Starbucks runs, those nights when
former-editor Anthony would hide 
in dark corners to scare us while 
Susie would sigh in exasperation, 
and all those balloons Charlie 
would annoy me with. I’ll re-
member our staff’s Cards Against 
Humanity parties and all the crazy 
things we discuss during Sunday
afternoons while editing.  There 
have been some bad moments to 
deal with, but the good ones always
outweighed those times.
“You know, The Collegian was 
almost dead,” is something that
Charlie will sometimes say. In-
deed, only a few years before I 
arrived on campus as a freshman, 
The Collegian was suffering, and
no one wanted to be in charge. 
Over the four years I have been on
the staff, we have created a new 
website, redesigned the paper, 
and seen the resulting increase 
in readership and response (both
good and bad, but at least people
actually read our paper now).
People who write and work for The
Collegian are the campus’ ninjas: 
we are rarely mentioned or seen, 
but we are always out there looking 
for ways to provide an outlet for 
the student voices of Saint Mary’s. 
The Collegian has been around for 
over 100 years; sometimes I will
sift through our archives of past 
issues, reminding myself that The 
Collegian has made it to 2015 and
will keep going strong for many 
years more. We’re a vital part of 
the campus community, and I hope
that this is never forgotten. 
So, here I am. This is where I 
conclude the last article I will ever 
write for The Collegian. Where did 
those four years go? I arrived at the 
College untested and young, but
now I prepare to leave as a wise and
prepared adult, ready to look clos-
er at my goals for the future and the 
challenges I will face. Thank you, 
Saint Mary’s, and thank you to The 
Last Thursday, the six Inter-
cultural Center cultural nights 
came to a close with the 13th an-
nual Expressions of Blackness 
(EOB). This year’s theme was 
Black Lives Matter, dedicated to 
the history of violence, systemic 
oppression, and police brutal-
ity aimed at African Americans 
with a particular focus on the 
events of the past year. The Soda 
Center doors opened at 6 p.m. to 
let in the last crowd of the year 
before next year’s continuation 
of this Saint Mary ’s College 
tradition. 
Upon entrance, the audience 
was escorted to appetizers, 
drinks,  and desserts  before 
the show. The cocktail  hour 
featured posters of well-known 
Black Lives Matter sayings, 
slogans, and famous last words. 
Tables featured photos of those 
who died from police brutality 
as well as a special section of 
artwork by students. Afterward, 
everyone was ushered to the 
Soda Center ’s  theater-style 
seating to watch the show.
Nakia Gibbs and Rachel Hart-
ley began the set list as they 
encouraged everyone to stand 
with them and sing the Black 
National Anthem. This led into 
an upbeat Nigerian Dance Mix 
performed by 16 students and 
an introduction by the EOB 
executive team: Co-Lead Chairs 
Kalani Tuiasosopo Sanders and 
Yasmeen Fortier-Bourne, Event 
Planner Cheyenne Jones, and 
Publicity Chair Kayla Riley 
Matthews. The four communi-
cated the mission of the cultural 
night and invited the audience 
into the interpretations of the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
by the students of Saint Mary’s 
College.
The night consisted of  16 
sets varying between spoken 
word, poems, videos, singing, 
and dancing. The performances 
were separated by videos re-
lating to the theme, including 
Michelle Obama addressing 
black girls, black children en-
couraging peers to be confident, 
and Saint Mary’s student Kenna 
Williams’s Black Lives Matter 
video divided into three parts. 
The video featured interviews 
by students about their inter-
pretations of the movement, 
which contributed to a better 
understanding and more ac-
cessible communication of the 
Black Lives Matter movement.
Alternating between celebra-
tion of black lives and recogni-
tion of injustices, sets had a 
common theme of the apprecia-
tion of life. Jewelisa Harrison, 
Justin Gold, and Kalani Sand-
ers performed their own pieces 
about their solemn interpreta-
tions of the movement, particu-
larly surrounding what it means 
to be black in America. Sanders 
specifically listed out the names 
of all those lost to police brutal-
ity, effectively demonstrating 
the absurdly large number of 
lives lost to this reality. 
The EOB executive team per-
formed two skits  about the 
urgency of such a movements 
and how institutionalized rac-
ism affects black citizens on a 
daily basis. 
Sprinkled in between were 
more musical numbers. Kailee 
Glover performed a dance prais-
ing the lives of those lost to po-
lice violence, and the EOB Choir 
performed two different sets 
led by Adaora Ezike and Kayla 
Riley Matthews. To address all 
aspects of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, Rachel Hartley 
acknowledged the female role 
in making change amid much 
focus on the black male. Hart-
ley directed a video with the 
he l p  of  videographer Molly 
Baker,  choreographer Nakia 
Gibbs, and various dancers and 
actors. Their video humorous-
ly depicted microaggressions 
through a performance based 
on Beyoncé’s “7/11.” 
Lastly, Matthews and Alyssa 
Rivera performed “Be Free,” in-
spired by J. Cole. The entire cast 
joined the two on the dance floor 
to thank all those involved and 
in attendance, the entire cast 
raising their hands to symbolize 
“hands up, don’t shoot,” ending 
the night memorably and with 
strong intention.
thE ENgliSh dEpartmENt banquet brought together English majors, minors, staff and faculty to celebrate and say farewell to graduating English majors. (cJ cosas/collEGian)
StudENtS aNd adviSErS hung out and played games at the cwac Palooza. (courtesy of cwac) pEaCE-Out!  gathering advocates for social justice. (Evelyn minaise/collEGian)
students address problems of prejudice through performance and art
I could write 1,000 words about
what Saint Mary’s means to me
after four years of my own, unique 
experiences. But even as I write 
what will be my last editorial for 
The Collegian, it should be about 
you— the reader. This paper is
for you, written by people just
like you, about people just like
you, and it is edited by people
just like you. I used this space last 
week to identify the four areas 
of this school that are in need 
of improvement, and to leave 
on a positive note, here now are
the four best qualities of Saint 
Mary’s. I may veer on the edge 
of these somewhat resembling 
literature from the Admissions
Office, but these four areas of
the best of Saint Mary’s are true.
Saint Mary’s is a special place, and 
we should be proud of it.
Resources
When I was applying to colleges 
four years ago, I wanted to go to 
a large school, thinking that size 
would offer more resources. But
in the cozy, small size of a liberal 
arts college in Northern Califor-
nia are more resources than I 
could have ever imagined. Where
else can students claim that over
90% of their professors have 
terminal degrees in their field,
or that they can somewhat easily 
schedule personal meetings with
them? There’s also no questioning 
that the endless student services, 
clubs, and organizations enrich
all of our experiences here. Saint 
Mary’s offers a tremendous range 
of resources packed within such
a small space, and within these 
resources, there’s still plenty of
room to grow.
Mission
The Christian Brothers was
founded with a noble mission at 
the core, and Saint Mary’s proves 
that it can bring that mission to 
fruition. The priorities of Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle, includ-
ing educating the whole person 
and caring for the poor, are more
relevant than ever. The Lasallian
and Catholic traditions of Saint 
Mary’s have proven that they
are flexible and applicable to the 
modern world. On a granular 
level, the Collegiate Seminar 
program yields us a strong and
diverse understanding of history, 
literature, and philosophy, and it 
teaches us how to maturely com-
municate and discuss our ideas 
with 17 other people. Even if we
can’t single-handedly change the 
world, as I said last week, we’re
at least trying to, and we are all 
the better for it. The College’s
goals and mission statements go 
beyond rhetoric in becoming real
characteristics in its people.
People care
It would be trite to say that it
is the people who make a place.
It’s not just the people who make 
Saint Mary’s special, but it’s that 
people here actually care. There 
is a true sense of community 
here, and even if the College may
have its moments of institutional
bureaucracy, there comes a point
when you can break through to
someone who can help you. We do
care. We reach out to each other. 
We form friendships, relation-
ships, and connections that last 
far longer than our four years 
here. The sincerity and generos-
ity of people here will leave an 
impact on us well after leaving.
Opportunity
With all of these topics consid-
ered, Saint Mary’s offers everyone 
an opportunity. You can do almost
anything you want to do here. 
If you want to become a profes-
sional artist, go to medical school, 
study language and culture, serve 
through teaching, or whatever
it is your passion may be, you
will find and master it here. If
you want to express your voice, 
you can do it— through student
organizations, through an hour
of airtime on public radio, or
even through this newspaper. We 
give you that opportunity every 
Monday at 6 p.m. It’s what I did 
four years ago, and I am a changed 
person for that.
I am grateful that I had the 
opportunity to be at the center 
of campus news and events, that 
I had this special platform to 
broadcast my voice, and that I
was able to share it with some of
the best people I know. I certainly
could not have done it without my 
co-editor Sara DeSantis, who is
one of the most intelligent, kind, 
selfless, salt-of-the-earth people 
I have met. I also must thank 
our adviser Shawny Anderson, 
whose support and dedication 
to freedom of information and 
student-run journalism has al-
lowed this paper to continue on 
for 112 years.
But most importantly, I have to 
thank you—the reader. If you have
ever picked up this newspaper or 
if any of our work made you look
closer or think differently, thank
you. This is your paper, and we
do it for you. Be proud of who and 
where you are.
Jewelisa harrison, 
Justin Gold, and kalani 
sanders performed their 
own pieces about their 
solemn interpretations 
of the movement, 
particularly surrounding 
what it means to be 
black in america.
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New Avengers movie substitutes poor choices for real development
by sara desanTis 
ediTor-in-Chief
It’s Friday night, and the Walnut 
Creek movie theatre is packed with 
people waiting to watch the latest 
Marvel movie: “Avengers: Age of 
Ultron.” As the lights dimmed, I 
had two hopes: first, that the high 
school girls sitting next to me would 
stop talking once the movie began 
(spoiler: they did not), and second, 
that the movie would be good. I real-
ize now that hoping for a movie to be 
‘good,’ is a rather broad expectation, 
so while I can say that the latest 
Avengers movie was good in that 
it is an entertaining summer flick 
to keep you occupied for two hours 
and 21 minutes, I will also say that it 
is not good in the sense that it fails to 
participate adequately in the Marvel 
movie timeline. More on that later.
The first sequence of the movie is 
epic. Staged as a single shot, we fol-
low the Avengers as they take out a 
Hydra army in the snowy hills of the 
fictional Eastern European country 
Sokovia. Director Joss Whedon, 
returning after directing the first 
Avengers movie, weaves exciting 
shots with the expected and lovable 
sass that the Avengers throw at one 
another while easily battling their 
foes. Whedon uses the power of the 
sequel to its full effect in the begin-
ning: the audience already knows 
the characters – we saw them work 
out their differences in the first 
movie – and now we can see them 
work together and tease one another 
in a way that only comes from the 
time they have spent between mov-
ies bonding as a team. 
Unfortunately, Whedon sets the 
bar too high for himself because 
the rest of the movie never reaches 
the excitement of that first scene. 
After succeeding in taking out the 
Hydra battalion, the Avengers are 
faced with a new foe: the titular 
Ultron. Voiced by James Spader, 
whose eerily soothing voice can 
make your skin crawl, Ultron is an 
accidental creation of Tony Stark 
meant to combine technology with 
alien wizardry to create a robotic 
program that can protect Earth 
from the possibility of otherworldly 
invaders that the Avengers are not 
strong enough to fight. However, 
what we get instead is a robot with 
Artificial Intelligence who is quirky 
like a human, yet cold and ruthless 
like an unfeeling machine. Ultron 
also wants to establish world peace 
by bringing about the extinction of 
the human race. I guess that’s one 
way to do it. 
Despite the interesting premise 
for the character of Ultron, the robot 
plateaus like the other characters 
and storyline of the movie. Whedon 
is obviously tired, and keeping up 
with the movies churning out of the 
Marvel universe – each one more 
fantastical, more emotionally aware 
than the next – has taken its toll on 
him. In an interview he commented, 
“This was the hardest work I’ve ever 
done…and at some point, when it’s 
that hard, you just feel like you’ve 
lost.” 
Whedon seems to give up in 
some areas that could have been 
keystone moments in the movie. For 
example, the character development 
of Natasha Romanoff/Black Widow 
(Scarlett Johansson) really fails. 
In the movie, the telekinetic and 
telepathic Scarlet Witch (Elizabeth 
Olsen), who is villain-turned-ally, 
messes with the Avengers’ heads 
by making them experience waking 
dreams of their painful pasts and 
future nightmares. The audience 
gets to see fragmented and jarring 
snapshots from Natasha’s history 
with the Red Room, a Soviet assas-
sin training facility where she was 
conditioned to be a ruthless killer 
from a very young age. It’s an emo-
tional moment in the film where 
we see Natasha shaking with fear 
as the memories she has repressed 
come back to haunt her. However, 
instead of allowing her time to heal 
or reflect on her past, Whedon forces 
her character to turn that trauma 
into pining affection for Bruce Ban-
ner/The Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) that 
feels stale and out of character. Can 
we not go through one superhero 
movie without feeling the need to 
force a romance? 
Whedon also seems too tired to 
maintain the character develop-
ment that Steve Rogers/Captain 
America (Chris Evans) and Tony 
Stark/Iron Man (Robert Downey 
Jr.) have experienced in their stand-
alone movies. There is little men-
Tips to conserve water
by mahsa dinyari
CulTure ediTor
We are in a drought, and as col-
lege students, we hardly have the 
time to think of ways to conserve 
our water usage. However, there 
are a few simple ways we can all 
save water. These tips and tricks 
could not only help the drought 
and the environment by sav-
ing local lakes and watersheds 
from irreversible depletion, but 
they could also lessen your water 
bill. Try out these suggestions by 
changing your lifestyle concerning 
your water usage.
Take shorter showers: This may 
seem like an obvious one, but if 
you actually time your showers, it 
is a wonder how much water you 
can actually save. Try listening to 
music while you shower and make 
sure you are done by the time two 
or three songs are over—now your 
shower can be fun and short. A 
four minute shower uses about 30 
gallons of water, so imagine how 
much a 15 or 20 minute shower 
uses. 
Make sure to load your dish-
washer and washer or dryer only 
with full loads: Don’t just wash a 
couple pairs of jeans or your favor-
ite tops—make sure your loads for 
both types of washing machines 
are completely full. There may also 
be an option on those machines 
to use the water appropriate for 
your load, so check to see if this is 
an option for you. Also, wash your 
clothes in cold water, as this saves 
both water and energy. Another 
idea is that you can share with a 
roommate or a friend to save even 
more water. This is an important 
tip, so learn to wear your jeans a 
couple more times than you usu-
ally do and make sure you do not 
separate your loads too specifi-
cally. 
Wash your cars on a lawn: If it 
is at all possible, prepare to wash 
your car on a lawn so that you 
water the grass and clean your 
car at the same time. This may be 
hard to arrange, but if you know 
somewhere that you can pull up 
your car on an grassy area, it would 
save a lot of water. 
Turn off taps when appropri-
ate: This is a fairly obvious one—
when you are brushing your teeth, 
washing your face, or washing 
vegetables in the kitchen, turn off 
the water when you do not need 
to use it. Wash your face when you 
shower, and you can even brush 
your teeth in the shower as well. 
So much water can be wasted when 
you are partaking in these activi-
ties, especially if you are not physi-
cally using the water at the time. 
These are just a few tips to con-
serve water. Even the little things 
go a long way, so try these sugges-
tions and change your lifestyle. 
The more you get used to acting 
upon these suggestions, the more 
water you save.





ment is merely days away, which 
has left me pondering and re-
flecting upon what I’ve truly 
learned here at Saint Mary ’s. 
Sure, there are the academic les-
sons that you have to memorize 
for class, but the real life lessons 
are learned over large spans of 
time, longer than any one semes-
ter. These are the three biggest 
pieces of advice I could think 
to give to any incoming college 
students or current undergrads: 
3. Save your music playlists. 
I have not gone a single day 
of my life without listening to 
music, and I’m sure the same 
can be said for almost everyone 
else. Music is playing in my ears 
every opportunity I have, so it 
is no surprise that certain songs 
and playlists take me back to 
a very specific time and place. 
The good, bad, ordinary, and 
extraordinary memories of col-
lege and beyond will forever be 
associated with particular songs, 
genres, artists, and playlists—so 
save them. My freshman year 
consisted mostly of Skrillex’s 
“Scary Monsters,” Kanye West’s 
“Good Music,” Lupe Fiasco’s 
“Lazers,” and “The Book of Mor-
mon” soundtrack. These albums 
definitely remind me of the most 
memorable and blasphemous 
of times. Spotify or any other 
music streaming service makes 
saving playlists easier than ever 
because your they will always 
be on the internet. If you’re not 
using iTunes or storing music on 
your hard drive, that computer is 
bound to break and all your mu-
sic will be lost. Join the future. 
Physical media is dead.  
2. Learn how to type.
It is unbelievable how many 
people either don’t know how to 
type properly or don’t know that 
there is a formal way to type. Out 
of all the things I’ve learned over 
my four years, I can confidently 
say that this will either make or 
break your life as a student. As 
students and as human beings 
living in 2015, we spend a huge 
portion of the day on our com-
puters. As Saint Mary’s students, 
we spend 90% of our existence 
writing papers and emails and 
procrastinating on the internet. 
All of these processes can be 
sped up exponentially if you 
learn how to type properly. If 
you don’t know how and think 
it’s too late to break your awful 
chicken-finger habits, just imag-
ine how much faster and maybe 
even more fun papers would be if 
you could instantly get ideas out 
of your head onto a Word docu-
ment. Over a four year career, 
you would save hours of time 
by not having to think so hard 
about getting the letters down 
on the page and focusing instead 
on putting your thoughts down. 
Computers are a quintessential 
part of our lives, and they’re not 
going away. You might as well get 
good at using them. 
1. Travel!
The greatest opportunity Saint 
Mary’s gave me was the ability to 
study abroad for a semester. The 
study abroad program is fairly 
forgiving when it comes to both 
your wallet and transferring 
course credits, so take advantage 
of it. When you’re put in a foreign 
place where you don’t know the 
language and culture, you’re 
forced to learn things all the 
time. You’re forced to adapt to a 
new way of life and adapt quickly, 
and that is a skill in life that will 
always help you. Abroad, you 
truly experience the core idea 
behind a liberal arts education: 
the invaluable skill of learning 
how to learn. Studying abroad 
in London also gave me the op-
portunity to eat a McDonald’s 
Big Mac in 12 different cities. 
The Big Mac I ate in Berlin was 
noticeably better than the rest. 
In hindsight, I wish I had gotten 
a Happy Meal with a toy in every 
city I traveled to. 
That’s my last bit of advice. 
Follow it closely. Or don’t. Tell 
me how that goes for you. You’ll 
probably end up fine. Just have 
fun, be smart, and tell your par-
ents that you love them.































































Whether you’re returning to 
your hometown or staying on 
campus over the summer, the 
Bay Area is the home of Saint 
Mary’s College and its students. 
While events out of state like 
Burning Man are well-known 
for summer fun, there are a lot 
of day activities to partake in 
when school’s out that are all in 
the same vicinity and promise a 
great time.
1 Bottle Rock 
Friday, May 29 – Sunday, May 
31
Napa Valley Expo, 575 3rd St., 
Napa, CA 94559
Price: $119-$3,000
For the perfect post-gradu-
ation event, pick one day or all 
three to see your favorite singers 
live. From Mumford and Sons to 
Snoop Dogg, there’s something 
for everyone at the annual Bottle 
Rock festival.
2 LIVE 105 BFD
Saturday, June 6: 11:00 a.m. – 
11:00 p.m.
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 
1 Amphitheatre Parkway, 
Mountain View, CA 94043
Price: $35-$175
This is the 21st annual BFD, 
a beginning-of-summer con-
cert known for its great musical 
lineup of all kinds of artists. The 
all-day event has the capacity 
for a 24,000 audience. The main 
stage consists of Modest Mouse, 
Of Monsters and Men, Panic! At 
the Disco, Cold War Kids, and At-
las Genius.
3 The 61st Annual North 
Beach Festival
Saturday and Sunday, June 13 
and 14: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Grant Ave, San Francisco, CA 
94133
Price: Free
Visit the Little Italy neighbor-
hood of San Francisco for the 
annual showcase of arts, crafts, 
food, and activities. It will surely 
be a packed two days but a good 
way to explore the cute area of 
North Beach. Street festivals 
are a good way to get to know a 
specific area as well as people-
watch.
4 Alameda County Fair
Wednesday, June 17 – Sunday, 
July 5: 11:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
4501 Pleasanton Ave, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
Price: $10 (promotions of-
fered)
Concerts, contests, animals, 
and fried food: the Alameda 
County Fair is a fun way to spend 
your summer days, especially 
on the discount days. Take ad-
vantage of the cheap concert 
opportunities and the fireworks-
watching to partake in an Ameri-
can tradition.
5Malala Yousafzai – hosted 
by Khaled Hosseini
Friday, June 26: 7:00 p.m.
San Jose State University, 1 
illustration by Charlie guese
Washington Sq, San Jose, CA 
95192
Price: $50-$200
Malala Yousafzai is an advo-
cate of young women’s rights and 
education worldwide, and she is 
the youngest-ever Novel Peace 
Prize winner. Introduced by 
Khaled Hosseini, author of “The 
Kite Runner,” this talk by Malala 
is sure to be not only educational 
but also historical.
6 Santana Row Beer Walk
Wednesday, July 26: 6:00 p.m. 
– 9:00 p.m.
377 Santana Row, San Jose, 
CA 95128
Price: $30
Visit Santana Row on any eve-
ning for shopping and dining, 
but on this specific night, go with 
friends to sample some great lo-
cal breweries. The area is set up 
for easy pedestrian access, so the 
20+ breweries present will be 
easy to get to. 
7 Outside Lands
Friday, August 7 – Sunday, Au-
gust 9
Golden Gate Park, San Fran-
cisco, CA
Price: $135-$635
   If you haven’t gotten your tick-
ets yet, you’re out of luck. Known 
as the Northern Californian 
Coachella, this event attracts 
San Franciscans and other music 
lovers from around the world. 
Besides its music lineup, it is 
also advertised for its food, beer, 
wine, art, and comedy.
by evelyn minaise
assisTanT CulTure ediTor
tion of the events from “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier” be-
sides a brief reference to “a missing 
person’s case” – Steve’s efforts to lo-
cate his friend Bucky Barnes. How-
ever, the emotional pain that Steve 
experiences in that movie is lost 
in “Ultron.” Additionally, in “Iron 
Man 3,” Tony struggles with PTSD 
after the events of the first Avengers 
movie, but in “Ultron” he’s back to 
his self-absorbed, snarky self. What 
the movie does show, however, is 
the beginning of the ill-will brewing 
between Captain America and Iron 
Man, setting the tone for the upcom-
ing “Captain America: Civil War” 
where those tensions between the 
two men and the rest of the Avengers 
crew will be pushed past its limits.
“Avengers: Age of Ultron” is not a 
bad movie. It still offers the excite-
ment of a typical superhero flick, 
and I’m sure I will find myself back 
in the theater for a second viewing. 
However, recent releases in the Mar-
vel movie universe have shown that 
these comic book movies are becom-
ing more than just entertainment. 
“Ultron” tries to keep up in the 
timeline, throwing in brief moments 
to contemplate the theme of choices 
and consequences and exploring 
the emotional and dark sides of its 
heroes, but Whedon’s over-reliance 
on sass and fight sequences not 
only shows his fatigue as director 
but tires the audience as well. Nev-
ertheless, the ending of the movie 
indicates that the next sequence of 
Marvel movies will move beyond 
the action genre, confronting what 
happens when average citizens turn 
against their heroes, and what hap-
pens when the heroes themselves 
fall from their elevated positions and 
turn against each other. If anything, 
“Ultron” is a placeholder, a snack to 
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New Avengers movie substitutes poor choices for real development
by sara desanTis 
ediTor-in-Chief
It’s Friday night, and the Walnut 
Creek movie theatre is packed with 
people waiting to watch the latest 
Marvel movie: “Avengers: Age of 
Ultron.” As the lights dimmed, I 
had two hopes: first, that the high 
school girls sitting next to me would 
stop talking once the movie began 
(spoiler: they did not), and second, 
that the movie would be good. I real-
ize now that hoping for a movie to be 
‘good,’ is a rather broad expectation, 
so while I can say that the latest 
Avengers movie was good in that 
it is an entertaining summer flick 
to keep you occupied for two hours 
and 21 minutes, I will also say that it 
is not good in the sense that it fails to 
participate adequately in the Marvel 
movie timeline. More on that later.
The first sequence of the movie is 
epic. Staged as a single shot, we fol-
low the Avengers as they take out a 
Hydra army in the snowy hills of the 
fictional Eastern European country 
Sokovia. Director Joss Whedon, 
returning after directing the first 
Avengers movie, weaves exciting 
shots with the expected and lovable 
sass that the Avengers throw at one 
another while easily battling their 
foes. Whedon uses the power of the 
sequel to its full effect in the begin-
ning: the audience already knows 
the characters – we saw them work 
out their differences in the first 
movie – and now we can see them 
work together and tease one another 
in a way that only comes from the 
time they have spent between mov-
ies bonding as a team. 
Unfortunately, Whedon sets the 
bar too high for himself because 
the rest of the movie never reaches 
the excitement of that first scene. 
After succeeding in taking out the 
Hydra battalion, the Avengers are 
faced with a new foe: the titular 
Ultron. Voiced by James Spader, 
whose eerily soothing voice can 
make your skin crawl, Ultron is an 
accidental creation of Tony Stark 
meant to combine technology with 
alien wizardry to create a robotic 
program that can protect Earth 
from the possibility of otherworldly 
invaders that the Avengers are not 
strong enough to fight. However, 
what we get instead is a robot with 
Artificial Intelligence who is quirky 
like a human, yet cold and ruthless 
like an unfeeling machine. Ultron 
also wants to establish world peace 
by bringing about the extinction of 
the human race. I guess that’s one 
way to do it. 
Despite the interesting premise 
for the character of Ultron, the robot 
plateaus like the other characters 
and storyline of the movie. Whedon 
is obviously tired, and keeping up 
with the movies churning out of the 
Marvel universe – each one more 
fantastical, more emotionally aware 
than the next – has taken its toll on 
him. In an interview he commented, 
“This was the hardest work I’ve ever 
done…and at some point, when it’s 
that hard, you just feel like you’ve 
lost.” 
Whedon seems to give up in 
some areas that could have been 
keystone moments in the movie. For 
example, the character development 
of Natasha Romanoff/Black Widow 
(Scarlett Johansson) really fails. 
In the movie, the telekinetic and 
telepathic Scarlet Witch (Elizabeth 
Olsen), who is villain-turned-ally, 
messes with the Avengers’ heads 
by making them experience waking 
dreams of their painful pasts and 
future nightmares. The audience 
gets to see fragmented and jarring 
snapshots from Natasha’s history 
with the Red Room, a Soviet assas-
sin training facility where she was 
conditioned to be a ruthless killer 
from a very young age. It’s an emo-
tional moment in the film where 
we see Natasha shaking with fear 
as the memories she has repressed 
come back to haunt her. However, 
instead of allowing her time to heal 
or reflect on her past, Whedon forces 
her character to turn that trauma 
into pining affection for Bruce Ban-
ner/The Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) that 
feels stale and out of character. Can 
we not go through one superhero 
movie without feeling the need to 
force a romance? 
Whedon also seems too tired to 
maintain the character develop-
ment that Steve Rogers/Captain 
America (Chris Evans) and Tony 
Stark/Iron Man (Robert Downey 
Jr.) have experienced in their stand-
alone movies. There is little men-
Tips to conserve water
by mahsa dinyari
CulTure ediTor
We are in a drought, and as col-
lege students, we hardly have the 
time to think of ways to conserve 
our water usage. However, there 
are a few simple ways we can all 
save water. These tips and tricks 
could not only help the drought 
and the environment by sav-
ing local lakes and watersheds 
from irreversible depletion, but 
they could also lessen your water 
bill. Try out these suggestions by 
changing your lifestyle concerning 
your water usage.
Take shorter showers: This may 
seem like an obvious one, but if 
you actually time your showers, it 
is a wonder how much water you 
can actually save. Try listening to 
music while you shower and make 
sure you are done by the time two 
or three songs are over—now your 
shower can be fun and short. A 
four minute shower uses about 30 
gallons of water, so imagine how 
much a 15 or 20 minute shower 
uses. 
Make sure to load your dish-
washer and washer or dryer only 
with full loads: Don’t just wash a 
couple pairs of jeans or your favor-
ite tops—make sure your loads for 
both types of washing machines 
are completely full. There may also 
be an option on those machines 
to use the water appropriate for 
your load, so check to see if this is 
an option for you. Also, wash your 
clothes in cold water, as this saves 
both water and energy. Another 
idea is that you can share with a 
roommate or a friend to save even 
more water. This is an important 
tip, so learn to wear your jeans a 
couple more times than you usu-
ally do and make sure you do not 
separate your loads too specifi-
cally. 
Wash your cars on a lawn: If it 
is at all possible, prepare to wash 
your car on a lawn so that you 
water the grass and clean your 
car at the same time. This may be 
hard to arrange, but if you know 
somewhere that you can pull up 
your car on an grassy area, it would 
save a lot of water. 
Turn off taps when appropri-
ate: This is a fairly obvious one—
when you are brushing your teeth, 
washing your face, or washing 
vegetables in the kitchen, turn off 
the water when you do not need 
to use it. Wash your face when you 
shower, and you can even brush 
your teeth in the shower as well. 
So much water can be wasted when 
you are partaking in these activi-
ties, especially if you are not physi-
cally using the water at the time. 
These are just a few tips to con-
serve water. Even the little things 
go a long way, so try these sugges-
tions and change your lifestyle. 
The more you get used to acting 
upon these suggestions, the more 
water you save.





ment is merely days away, which 
has left me pondering and re-
flecting upon what I’ve truly 
learned here at Saint Mary ’s. 
Sure, there are the academic les-
sons that you have to memorize 
for class, but the real life lessons 
are learned over large spans of 
time, longer than any one semes-
ter. These are the three biggest 
pieces of advice I could think 
to give to any incoming college 
students or current undergrads: 
3. Save your music playlists. 
I have not gone a single day 
of my life without listening to 
music, and I’m sure the same 
can be said for almost everyone 
else. Music is playing in my ears 
every opportunity I have, so it 
is no surprise that certain songs 
and playlists take me back to 
a very specific time and place. 
The good, bad, ordinary, and 
extraordinary memories of col-
lege and beyond will forever be 
associated with particular songs, 
genres, artists, and playlists—so 
save them. My freshman year 
consisted mostly of Skrillex’s 
“Scary Monsters,” Kanye West’s 
“Good Music,” Lupe Fiasco’s 
“Lazers,” and “The Book of Mor-
mon” soundtrack. These albums 
definitely remind me of the most 
memorable and blasphemous 
of times. Spotify or any other 
music streaming service makes 
saving playlists easier than ever 
because your they will always 
be on the internet. If you’re not 
using iTunes or storing music on 
your hard drive, that computer is 
bound to break and all your mu-
sic will be lost. Join the future. 
Physical media is dead.  
2. Learn how to type.
It is unbelievable how many 
people either don’t know how to 
type properly or don’t know that 
there is a formal way to type. Out 
of all the things I’ve learned over 
my four years, I can confidently 
say that this will either make or 
break your life as a student. As 
students and as human beings 
living in 2015, we spend a huge 
portion of the day on our com-
puters. As Saint Mary’s students, 
we spend 90% of our existence 
writing papers and emails and 
procrastinating on the internet. 
All of these processes can be 
sped up exponentially if you 
learn how to type properly. If 
you don’t know how and think 
it’s too late to break your awful 
chicken-finger habits, just imag-
ine how much faster and maybe 
even more fun papers would be if 
you could instantly get ideas out 
of your head onto a Word docu-
ment. Over a four year career, 
you would save hours of time 
by not having to think so hard 
about getting the letters down 
on the page and focusing instead 
on putting your thoughts down. 
Computers are a quintessential 
part of our lives, and they’re not 
going away. You might as well get 
good at using them. 
1. Travel!
The greatest opportunity Saint 
Mary’s gave me was the ability to 
study abroad for a semester. The 
study abroad program is fairly 
forgiving when it comes to both 
your wallet and transferring 
course credits, so take advantage 
of it. When you’re put in a foreign 
place where you don’t know the 
language and culture, you’re 
forced to learn things all the 
time. You’re forced to adapt to a 
new way of life and adapt quickly, 
and that is a skill in life that will 
always help you. Abroad, you 
truly experience the core idea 
behind a liberal arts education: 
the invaluable skill of learning 
how to learn. Studying abroad 
in London also gave me the op-
portunity to eat a McDonald’s 
Big Mac in 12 different cities. 
The Big Mac I ate in Berlin was 
noticeably better than the rest. 
In hindsight, I wish I had gotten 
a Happy Meal with a toy in every 
city I traveled to. 
That’s my last bit of advice. 
Follow it closely. Or don’t. Tell 
me how that goes for you. You’ll 
probably end up fine. Just have 
fun, be smart, and tell your par-
ents that you love them.































































Whether you’re returning to 
your hometown or staying on 
campus over the summer, the 
Bay Area is the home of Saint 
Mary’s College and its students. 
While events out of state like 
Burning Man are well-known 
for summer fun, there are a lot 
of day activities to partake in 
when school’s out that are all in 
the same vicinity and promise a 
great time.
1 Bottle Rock 
Friday, May 29 – Sunday, May 
31
Napa Valley Expo, 575 3rd St., 
Napa, CA 94559
Price: $119-$3,000
For the perfect post-gradu-
ation event, pick one day or all 
three to see your favorite singers 
live. From Mumford and Sons to 
Snoop Dogg, there’s something 
for everyone at the annual Bottle 
Rock festival.
2 LIVE 105 BFD
Saturday, June 6: 11:00 a.m. – 
11:00 p.m.
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 
1 Amphitheatre Parkway, 
Mountain View, CA 94043
Price: $35-$175
This is the 21st annual BFD, 
a beginning-of-summer con-
cert known for its great musical 
lineup of all kinds of artists. The 
all-day event has the capacity 
for a 24,000 audience. The main 
stage consists of Modest Mouse, 
Of Monsters and Men, Panic! At 
the Disco, Cold War Kids, and At-
las Genius.
3 The 61st Annual North 
Beach Festival
Saturday and Sunday, June 13 
and 14: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Grant Ave, San Francisco, CA 
94133
Price: Free
Visit the Little Italy neighbor-
hood of San Francisco for the 
annual showcase of arts, crafts, 
food, and activities. It will surely 
be a packed two days but a good 
way to explore the cute area of 
North Beach. Street festivals 
are a good way to get to know a 
specific area as well as people-
watch.
4 Alameda County Fair
Wednesday, June 17 – Sunday, 
July 5: 11:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
4501 Pleasanton Ave, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
Price: $10 (promotions of-
fered)
Concerts, contests, animals, 
and fried food: the Alameda 
County Fair is a fun way to spend 
your summer days, especially 
on the discount days. Take ad-
vantage of the cheap concert 
opportunities and the fireworks-
watching to partake in an Ameri-
can tradition.
5Malala Yousafzai – hosted 
by Khaled Hosseini
Friday, June 26: 7:00 p.m.
San Jose State University, 1 
illustration by Charlie guese
Washington Sq, San Jose, CA 
95192
Price: $50-$200
Malala Yousafzai is an advo-
cate of young women’s rights and 
education worldwide, and she is 
the youngest-ever Novel Peace 
Prize winner. Introduced by 
Khaled Hosseini, author of “The 
Kite Runner,” this talk by Malala 
is sure to be not only educational 
but also historical.
6 Santana Row Beer Walk
Wednesday, July 26: 6:00 p.m. 
– 9:00 p.m.
377 Santana Row, San Jose, 
CA 95128
Price: $30
Visit Santana Row on any eve-
ning for shopping and dining, 
but on this specific night, go with 
friends to sample some great lo-
cal breweries. The area is set up 
for easy pedestrian access, so the 
20+ breweries present will be 
easy to get to. 
7 Outside Lands
Friday, August 7 – Sunday, Au-
gust 9
Golden Gate Park, San Fran-
cisco, CA
Price: $135-$635
   If you haven’t gotten your tick-
ets yet, you’re out of luck. Known 
as the Northern Californian 
Coachella, this event attracts 
San Franciscans and other music 
lovers from around the world. 
Besides its music lineup, it is 
also advertised for its food, beer, 
wine, art, and comedy.
by evelyn minaise
assisTanT CulTure ediTor
tion of the events from “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier” be-
sides a brief reference to “a missing 
person’s case” – Steve’s efforts to lo-
cate his friend Bucky Barnes. How-
ever, the emotional pain that Steve 
experiences in that movie is lost 
in “Ultron.” Additionally, in “Iron 
Man 3,” Tony struggles with PTSD 
after the events of the first Avengers 
movie, but in “Ultron” he’s back to 
his self-absorbed, snarky self. What 
the movie does show, however, is 
the beginning of the ill-will brewing 
between Captain America and Iron 
Man, setting the tone for the upcom-
ing “Captain America: Civil War” 
where those tensions between the 
two men and the rest of the Avengers 
crew will be pushed past its limits.
“Avengers: Age of Ultron” is not a 
bad movie. It still offers the excite-
ment of a typical superhero flick, 
and I’m sure I will find myself back 
in the theater for a second viewing. 
However, recent releases in the Mar-
vel movie universe have shown that 
these comic book movies are becom-
ing more than just entertainment. 
“Ultron” tries to keep up in the 
timeline, throwing in brief moments 
to contemplate the theme of choices 
and consequences and exploring 
the emotional and dark sides of its 
heroes, but Whedon’s over-reliance 
on sass and fight sequences not 
only shows his fatigue as director 
but tires the audience as well. Nev-
ertheless, the ending of the movie 
indicates that the next sequence of 
Marvel movies will move beyond 
the action genre, confronting what 
happens when average citizens turn 
against their heroes, and what hap-
pens when the heroes themselves 
fall from their elevated positions and 
turn against each other. If anything, 
“Ultron” is a placeholder, a snack to 
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by Kimberly PasChal
ConTribuTing WriTer
Baltimore coverage is turning thug into the new n-word
Kale’s health benefits make it a popular fad you should pick up on
by danielle moye
ConTribuTing WriTer
even though kale may just seem like the next health craze, it’s a worthwhile vegetable to add to your diet
Ove r  t h e  p a st  f e w  y e a r s, people have taken greater 
notice of the  so-called super-
food kale. What started off as 
a health food craze has become 
even more of a fad recently, with 
kale being advertised as the best 
superfood on the market. Con-
taining a multitude of vitamins, 
including vitamin A, vitamin B6, 
vitamin C, and vitamin K, there 
is no wonder why more people 
have taken a liking to kale’s 
healthy qualities.
Social  media has a way of 
making something like a simple, 
leafy vegetable into the next 
best thing. Moving on from the 
bacon craze of past years, at 
least people are now turning 
toward the healthier side of 
the market. I have personally 
looked into the nutrients in all 
the vegetables I eat so that I 
know exactly what I am ingest-
ing. So that begs the question: 
is kale really all it is cracked up 
to be?
The health benefits of kale 
are undeniable. Along with the 
previously stated vitamins that 
kale contains, it is also a power 
source of magnesium, calcium, 
copper, potassium, manganese, 
t h i a mi n,  r i b o fl avin ,  n iacin , 
omega-3 fatty acids, fiber and 
protein. To say that kale has 
not earned its superfood name 
would be a disgrace.  Neverthe-
less, kale is often talked about as 
being an over-hyped symbol of 
health and superiority through-
out social media. 
It feels weird to talk about a 
specific food as a craze within 
our society, but it is not surpris-
ing after the bacon fad which 
ended up with millions of shirts, 
mugs, and other little trinkets 
professing love for bacon (check 
out Urban Outfitters for the 
latest). It is hard not to jump 
on the bandwagon when new 
discoveries have been made in 
the health world. But is kale re-
ally all that new? 
No, in fact it has been culti-
vated in most of Europe since 
the Middle Ages. In many colder 
regions, kale has been grown 
throughout history because of 
its amazing resistance to frost; 
this was an asset to many devel-
oping countries. And since the 
fifth century B.C.E., Kale has 
been selectively grown to have 
larger leaves than most cabbage 
and leafy greens, and we now 
see it as one of the largest leafy 
vegetables on the market today.
T h i s  l o n g  h i st o r y  o f  k a l e 
makes me wonder why people 
are just now realizing its ex-
traordinary health and agricul-
tural benefits. Just like the more 
recent obsessions with acai ber-
ries and chia seeds, people now 
seem to favor healthier products 
more than in the past. Kale’s 
recent popularity could be due 
to the more environmentally-
aware phase the United States 
is going through, with many 
supermarkets providing organic 
produce and all-natural food 
stores becoming more and more 
prevalent. 
With all the organic produce 
resources available, and espe-
cially with the cultivation of 
vegetables like kale, it is hard 
not to obsess over food that 
holds so many nutritious health 
benefits. And if you don’t like 
eating the leaves straight off 
the stalk, kale can be made into 
tasty chips and put into salads, 
smoothies, or even granola. I 
have definitely hopped on the 
kale bandwagon simply for its 
myriad of nutrients. Will you 
give in to the kale trend?  
Thug. What is a thug ? Most people don’t know that the 
word thug was not created by 
western civilization, even though 
it is used in the United States as if it 
is slang word that we created. The 
word thug is actually based on the 
Hindi word thag, meaning swin-
dler or thief, which is originally 
from the Sanskrit word sthagati, 
which means “he covers or con-
ceals.” This word was created to 
represent a member of a religious 
organization of robbers and assas-
sins in India who were devoted to 
Kali, the Hindu goddess of time, 
change, power, and destruction. 
This group of individuals practiced 
what is called Thuggee, which is 
robbing or killing travelers.
So how does this relate to Bal-
timore and the death of Freddie 
Gray? Freddie Gray was a 25-year-
old black man arrested by the 
Baltimore Police Department 
(BPD) on April 12 for possessing 
an alleged illegal switchblade, 
according to BPD. While in police 
custody, Gray suffered a severe 
spinal cord injury and died on 
April 19. His death resulted in 
many peaceful protests by citi-
zens of Baltimore and across the 
United States. However, some 
individuals in Baltimore decided 
to partake in lawless activity by 
robbing, looting, burning, and 
destroying buildings. Sadly, the 
resulting media coverage focused 
solely on the violence rather than 
the many peaceful protests. The 
media referred to the lawless 
participants as “thugs.” Soledad 
O’Brien, a former CNN anchor, 
said that journalists should stop 
using the word thug because it is 
almost, if not always, directed to-
ward African-Americans. O’Brien 
even went on to say that the word 
thug is like the new n-word.
Is this true? Is the word thug 
really directed solely toward Af-
rican-Americans? According to 
many news headlines, the word 
thug is almost always used when 
talking about blacks who live in in-
ner-city areas—specifically young, 
black males. Even in sports, black 
men are referred to as thugs. When 
Seattle Seahawks cornerback 
Richard Sherman intercepted 
San Francisco 49ers’ quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick in the 2013 NFC 
Championship game, Sherman 
bragged to the camera that he 
was the best in the league and no 
one should ever talk about him. 
Subsequently, Sherman was called 
a thug by members of the media. 
I will admit that, as a 49ers fan, I 
am not the biggest Sherman fan 
myself, but how does trash talk 
justify calling him a thug? He was 
born and raised in Compton, Calif. 
but emerged from his hometown 
and graduated from Stanford 
University. 
In the case of the violent Balti-
more protestors, I do not believe 
it was acceptable for them to 
commit these acts of destruction 
as a result of the Freddie Gray 
murder. However, their actions do 
not justify the usage of the word 
thug, especially considering it is 
an extremely loaded word in our 
racially sensitive society. Accord-
ing to Soledad O’Brien, journalists 
and the media as a whole should 
simply use the phrases “lawless 
acts” or “lawless participants” 
when speaking about the violence 
in Baltimore. If the word thug was 
used for all individuals participat-
ing in lawless activity it probably 
would not be a problem because 
it wouldn’t be a racially charged 
term. However, since the word 
thug seems to be used only when 
referring to lawless activities by 
black individuals, it should not 
be used. 
That being said, I do not know if 
the word thug is the new n-word. 
As an African-American woman, I 
find the n-word to be much more 
offensive because the word itself 
is rooted in hate. I believe the 
word thug is rooted in ignorance 
and a lack of understanding of 
what the word actually means. It 
is unacceptable to only call black 
individuals who participate in 
lawless activities “thugs” because 
this assumes that only a black 
person can be a thug. However, I 
believe using the word would be 
more acceptable if all people who 
partake in lawless activities were 
considered thugs. But why can’t 
we just say they are individuals 
participating in lawless activity? 
The media may have the power 
and ability to publicize the news, 
but they should still be held ac-
countable for the words they use 
and how they affect the people 
they talk about.
Kale is often associated with the “superfood” marketing term. (Photo courtesy of another Pint 
Please)
Media portrayals of violence in baltimore have been mostly violent, while the reality is that most protests are peaceful. (Photo courtesy of the Washington Post)
 Steph Curry will guide the Warriors through the dominant Western Conference this year. (Courtesy of nbcprobasketballtalk.com)
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Tuesday vs. UC Davis, 3:00 p.m.
Thurs. @ San Diego 
State, 6:00 p.m.
Fri. @ San Diego 
State, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ San Diego State,
Last week, the Gaels split the 
series against BYU and now 
face off against UC Davis for 
the last home game of the 
season before heading down 
to Coach Valenzuela’s former 
employer, San Diego State.
Men’S Golf
Thurs. @ NCAA Golf Regionals
Fri. @ NCAA Golf Regionals
Sat. @  NCAA Golf Regionals
Sarah lira had a breakout performance for the gaels to help lead them to a successful season. (Courtesy of sMC gaels)




Sun. @ Portland Twilight
Saint Mary’s Track prepares 
for the NCAA West Regional in 
Portland for the last event before 
regionals in Austin, Texas.
Steph Curry’s season so far has 
been nothing short of spectacu-
lar. During the regular season, 
he held a 48.7 percent field goal 
average with a 91.4 free throw 
percentage. He also averaged 
23.8 points, 7.7 assists, and 4.3 
rebounds per game. Curry holds 
the NBA regular season record 
for most made three-pointers, 
as well as Golden State Warriors 
franchise records in three-point 
field goals made and three-point-
ers made in a game. For three 
consecutive years, he’s been 
crowned the leader for the most 
three-point field goals. Twice, 
he’s been the NBA free-throw 
percentage leader (2011 and 
2015). On May 4, Steph Curry 
was named NBA’s Most Valuable 
Player.  
The last time the Warriors won 
a conference title was in 1975. 
Prior to the current season, the 
last time the Warriors claimed a 
division title was in 1976. Before 
Curry came to the Warriors, the 
NBA team did have recognition 
in the Bay Area, but they were 
constantly overshadowed by the 
San Francisco 49ers, the Oakland 
Raiders, the San Francisco Gi-
ants, and the Oakland A’s. Then 
Steph Curry came along as a 
first round draft pick in 2009. 
Still, the team continued to be 
left in the dust as the Giants 
won two World Series in 2010 
and 2012, while the 49ers were 
making their return to supposed 
greatness. 
Slowly but surely, Curry moved 
from filling in the typical rookie 
role to becoming the ultimate 
team leader. It was during this 
time that Curry was really able 
to develop his abilities and tal-
ents. When the 2011-2012 season 
came around, things started to 
pick up for the Warriors. Even 
though they didn’t make it to the 
playoffs, the Splash Brothers era 
was officially inaugurated and 
the Warriors began to mold an 
image of the elite team that the 
Bay Area is familiar with today. 
Three seasons later, not only has 
Curry propelled the Warriors to 
consecutive successful seasons, 
but he’s essentially the reason 
that Bay Area basketball has been 
revived.
James Harden from the Hous-
ton Rockets fell to Curry in the 
MVP race, while LeBron James 
came in third. During the regu-
lar season, Harden carried a 44 
percent field goal average with 
an 86.8 free throw percentage. 
He averaged 27.4 points per game 
with 7.0 assists and 5.7 rebounds 
per game. James, on the other 
hand, maintained a 48.8 field 
goal percentage and a 71 percent 
free throw average. He finished 
the regular season with an av-
erage of 25.3 points per game, 
7.4 assists and 6.0 rebounds per 
game. Some may say the stats 
prove that Steph Curry did not 
deserve the MVP award. It is true 
that Harden and James averaged 
more points per game and that 
James did hold more rebounds 
per game; it is also evident that 
both Harden and James man-
aged to put triple-doubles on the 
board during the regular season. 
Yet, when Steph Curry won the 
MVP award, there was no uproar 
or protest. 
Curry has been consistent 
throughout the entire season. 
During the regular season, his 
field g oal  percentag e never 
dipped below 46 percent. After 
the All- Star break, his three-
point percent average rose (from 
39.9 percent to an impressive 
51.7 percent), as did his free 
throw percentage (90 to 94.4 
percent). It’s not just about stats 
though. Curry has essentially 
carried the Warriors on his back 
ever since his start with the 
franchise. Even after the losses 
the Warriors were dealt, Curry 
simply continued to do his thing. 
With the help of his teammates, 
Golden State was able to get 
back on track. Before he came to 
the Bay, the Warriors were just 
another professional NBA team 
on the West Coast. Now, with 
Curry’s help, the Warriors are 
not only one of the best teams 
on the West Coast, but they have 
become one of the nation’s pre-
mier NBA teams. He is the face of 
the Golden State Warriors. Also, 
LeBron James has four MVP 
titles. It’s about time he shared 
that wealth with other people.
The Saint Mary’s Gaels softball 
team still managed to end their 
season on a high note, breaking 
individual records as they dropped 
the three-game series to Pacific in 
Stockton this weekend. Wrapping 
up West Coast Conference action 
and the 2015 season, the Gaels 
won the first game 7-6 but fell just 
short of Pacific in a 5-4 defeat as 
they nearly rallied to come back 
from a 5-0 deficit. The last game 
of the season ended in a 6-5 loss 
for the Gaels, but senior Sarah Lira 
managed to ensure that the last 11 
games for the Gaels were decided 
by two runs or less. 
In the first game, junior Lujane 
Mussadi earned the win out of 
the bullpen, going two innings 
after Katie Moss started for Saint 
Mary’s. The Gaels scored two runs 
in each of the first three innings, 
gaining a solid 6-0 lead.  Pacific 
recovered with runs in the middle 
innings to make it 6-6 after six 
innings. In the top of the seventh, 
Giana Bilotta had the exciting RBI 
pinch-hit single, driving in the go-
ahead run and lifting the Gaels to 
victory.
Throughout the game, the Gaels 
pounded out 14 hits as Hailey 
Sparacino, Andrea Hazel, Loralie 
Fitzpatrick, Katelyn Mamizuka, 
Monika Reichhardt, and Shan-
non Low each had two hits apiece. 
Sparacino had two RBI, while 
Hazel, Lira, and Mamizuka each 
had an RBI.
Roles were reversed for the 
second game in the series, as the 
Pacific Tigers took a big lead of 
5-0 after four innings. The Gaels 
fought back hard only to fall short 
in a 5-4 loss. In the fifth, Spara-
cino hit a big three-run home run 
to get Saint Mary’s within two 
points of the lead. Showing signs 
of hope, the Gaels got another run 
in the sixth on an RBI double by 
Mamizuka.  Yet the Gaels were un-
able to get the possible tying run 
home and ended up with a 5-4 loss. 
For Saint Mary’s, Katlyn Whitt got 
the start, while Moss pitched the 
final two scoreless innings.
In the final game of the West 
Coast Conference for both teams, 
the Gaels almost rallied from a 5-0 
deficit against Pacific but ended up 
coming short with a 6-5 loss.
Andrea Hazel got the Gaels on 
the board with a two-run home 
run, bringing the score to 5-2. In 
the top of the sixth, with the Gaels 
trailing 6-2, Hazel walked while 
Loralie Fitzpatrick homered to 
pull Saint Mary’s within three 
points of the lead.  Sarah Lira fol-
lowed with her record-breaking 
shot, a solo home run to left field 
to bring the score to 6-5. After 
Katlyn Whitt tossed a scoreless 
sixth, Hailey Sparacino led off 
the seventh with a single, but the 
Gaels were unable to get the tying 
run home.
Saint Mary’s had nine hits for 
the game with two apiece coming 
from Mamizuka and Fitzpatrick. 
Even though the outcome wasn’t 
what they wanted, the Gaels cel-
ebrated Lira setting the single sea-
son home run record. She finished 
the year with 12 home runs as the 
senior made the most of her final 
collegiate at-bat with Saint Mary’s.  
Lira, joined by seniors Lahela 
Usui and Stephanie Lee, will be 
missed for their contributions to 
the team. With all of three of them 
adding to the box score in their 
final collegiate games, there will be 
big roles left to fill for next softball 
season. Lira’s production will be 
difficult to replace next season, as 
she was s a steady middle of the 
lineup bat that provided protec-
tion for all of the other hitters. 
Her presence both on and off the 
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ruGBy celebrates after winning consecutive national Championships against life university. (Courtesy of sMC gaels)
In one of the most hard-fought 
D1A Rugby Championships to 
date, Saint Mary’s outlasted Life 
University by a score of 30-24 at 
Kennesaw State University on 
Saturday. In last year’s matchup, 
the Gaels won 21-6 over this same 
Life University team. Winning 
consecutive championships is 
never an easy task, but the Gaels 
came together as a team to win 
once again. 
For Saint Mary’s, Dylan Aud-
sley provided the spark, and he 
ended up earning Most Valu-
able Player Honors. Audsley 
scored the match’s first try and 
provided veteran leadership to 
help this Gaels team fight until 
the very end. After enduring 
another tough 2015 schedule by 
playing University of California 
and powerhouse Brigham Young 
University, Saint Mary’s showed 
that they can play with anyone. 
The midseason loss to Brigham 
Young proved to be a changing 
point in the season. They easily 
could have given up, but they con-
tinued to work hard and succeed. 
This is the temperament of a true 
championship team. 
Saint Mary’s also had to travel 
to New York to face off against 
Dartmouth and Army in previous 
weeks. For Life University, they 
too endured a plethora of diffi-
culties during the course of their 
regular season in their Mid-South 
schedule. Life faced powerhouses 
Davenport and Lindenwood, but 
they were able to overcome both 
teams during the season. 
In this year’s national champi-
onship, Life University had the 
home crowd in their favor, but 
they were unable to capitalize on 
crucial plays as the Saint Mary’s 
defense proved to be too mighty. 
The Gaels took advantage of two 
restarts, which were deemed to 
be thrown illegally. Sophomore 
Dylan Audsley took control of a 
quick ball in front of the posts to 
give the Gaels a 7-3 lead early on. 
After another lineout that was 
deemed illegal, Audsley increased 
the Saint Mary’s lead to 10-3 by 
scoring on a difficult angled kick. 
After  Life tied the game up a 10, 
Audsley put the Gaels back in the 
lead 20-10 largely in part to his 
conversion in the 46th minute.
 According to Senior Kingsley 
McGowan, “I’m usually the one 
to go forward, but I told Dylan 
[Audsley] to go and I’d support 
him.” After a crucial turnover 
by Freshman Vili Helu, Dylan 
Audsley came up clutch with the 
recovery of the ball and seized 
the opportunity to score as he 
extended the lead to 27-17. In the 
69th minute, the Gaels were able 
to draw a penalty, and Audsley 
took advantage of that by extend-
ing the lead to 30-24. Throughout 
the course of the game, the Saint 
Mary’s defense seized opportuni-
ties and played the Life Univer-
sity offense to their advantage. 
When the Gaels were stripped 
of their No. 1 ranking during 
the regular season, Life looked 
to have the advantage. But as 
Sophomore Dylan Audsley said, 
“Losing is fine if you can prove 
you can win. The second half 
with Davenport and Life—you 
can tell we just really wanted it.” 
Saint Mary’s really did prove just 
how much they wanted this vic-
tory. Both Saint Mary’s and Life 
University have proven that they 
are the two premier programs in 
the sport of rugby, and this game 
was another instant classic. Saint 
Mary’s looks to make a three-peat 
next season.
